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of their more humorous moods have ordained that a
boy who cannot pass in the subject is unfit to study
classics, or history or modern languages, under their
auspices. They may have relaxed their require-
ments of late, but I have seen no suggestion that their
Vice-chancellors should wear white sheets in token of
penitence.

The literary boy should be required to know some
arithmetic, and possibly some geometry: to demand
algebra from him is to provoke dangerous reprisals,
When we come to Science I am very anxious that
he should be given some knowledge, but very certain
that he should be given it in a different way from that
which is rightly ordained for his scientific brother.
"Thousands of boys are at present doing experi-
ments in expensive laboratories who knew before-
hand what to expect in view both of the known
nature of the materials they are handling and the
known quantity of their own incompetence.   I doubt
whether this is education."   I put these sentences in
inverted commas because I ventured, greatly daring,
to utter them before a gathering of the Royal Institu-
tion, and was cheered to find that they met with
general agreement.

That Institution has for years been organizing
popular science lectures in the best sense of the term,
and has risen superior to the prejudice which holds
that "popular" science must be synonymous with
what is inaccurate or sloppy. The great Faraday, in
his evidence before the Public School Commissioners